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KATIE'S KORNER

We continue to find ourselves living in unprecedented times. As we look ahead to the month of May we continue to look out into the unknown. We are grateful that the quarantine is working and fewer and fewer people are becoming ill, but there is so much that is ambiguous on how we will proceed. We have a COVID-19 Task Force, designated by Session to help make decisions on how we will proceed with gathering once restrictions have been lifted. The task force consists of myself, David Vliek, Barb Kohl, and Dr. Chuck Cubbage. We are hopeful that we can gather soon, but we will not do so until we can ensure the safety of all of us. When we decide to gather for worship, we will notify you by the same means you receive this newsletter, by mail or email.


It is important that we are able to stay connected during this time, especially as the days and weeks are becoming months. I encourage you to call and check in on one another or send cards or notes. We are in this together, and no one is ever truly alone. If you know someone who is having a particularly difficult time, please let me or the Deacon of the Month know so we can reach out to them. We are here for the whole community, not just our congregation, so please reach out to others. Thank to all our Deacons who have been reaching out. I also want to thank all of you who have continued to support us financially, your faithfulness in the time of uncertainty is a powerful witness to Christ.  

We are living in the season of Easter known as Eastertide. This is supposed to the time where we rejoice in the new life that Christ offers us as we watch the flowers bloom, the trees green, and the birds and frogs return. In the midst of the pandemic, it can be difficult to rejoice in the resurrection of Christ when our world has been turned upside and we’re living with so much uncertainty. This is part of the process; we are becoming something new. 
I imagine us to be a chrysalis phase, we are the caterpillar wrapped in the cocoons of our homes, and we are being transformed. This process is hard and exhausting, but once we are able to emerge from our homes, we will not return to who we were before, but we will be something new and more beautiful. One of the first Scriptures that became imprinted on my soul was 2 Corinthians 5:17, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything od has passed away; see, everything has become new!” The exclamation may seem hard some days, and it is hard to give up the way things used to be, but in Christ, we become new and we are becoming new. May we find comfort and hope in the loving arms of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Katie 
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Schedule for the Month of May[image: image2.png]



Sunday, May 3rd – Virtual Worship 10:00am 
Monday, May 4th – Virtual Session Meeting via Zoom 7:00pm

Sunday, May 10th – Mother’s Day Virtual Worship 10:00am 

Sunday, May 17th  - Virtual Worship 10:00am 

Sunday, May 24th – Memorial Day Weekend Virtual Worship 10:00am 

Sunday, May 31st - Pentecost Sunday Virtual Worship 10:00am 

* If you’d like to be liturgist one Sunday, let Rev. Katie know!
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Deacon of the Month : Bobbie Rex 423-7733
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx




May Birthdays and Anniversaries

5th  
Donna Klimczak




27th
Mary Fosdick


18th   Don & Karolyn Anniversary



Colby Spangler


20th
Burt & Gloria Anniversary


29th
Marcia Sikkema


25th
Karen Makay




30th
Keith Leighton
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  Mother’s Day Video

Since we will not be able to gather and celebrate the women in our lives who have taught us about God’s love, we will be compiling a video montage of messages to add to our worship service. All videos must be submitted via email or text to Rev. Katie (773-372-2741) by Friday, May 8th at 5:00pm. Your video should describe a woman in your life and what she has taught you about God’s love. This could be your mother, daughter, sister, wife, best friend, pastor or hero, they may be living or living in the Church triumphant. Let us take this day to honor the women in our lives that have showed us what it means to love and be loved. 
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If you or someone you know are unable to join us for worship online, we are able to make DVDs and deliver them to your mailbox Sunday mornings so you can worship with us. Please call the office or Rev. Katie to schedule your DVD drop off. 
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Mother's Day is May 10th this year.  A mother is the truest friend we have, when trials heavy and sudden, fall upon us; when adversity takes the place of prosperity; when friends who rejoice with us in our sunshine desert us; when trouble thickens around us, still will she cling to us, and endeavor by her kind precepts and counsels to dissipate the clouds of darkness, and cause peace to return to our hearts.  -- Washington Irving  (If your mom is still around give her a hug for Judy and me, we still miss ours.)
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Praise time!



Fifth Sunday of Praise[image: image5.jpg]&0

Praise time!




We were scheduled to host Fifth Sunday May 31st, but it doesn’t appear that it will happen. We will keep you updated once we are able to resume gathering together. 
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Pentecost Video
Each year we celebrate Pentecost by wearing red to represent the fire of the Holy Spirit that is given to the disciples as they are gathered in Acts and is often celebrated as the birthday of the Church. This year, we will be submitting videos to Pastor Katie by Friday, May 29th at 5:00pm wearing read, and sharing with one another where we have seen the Holy Spirit at work in our lives since quaratine began. This will be one way we can connect with each other and share what we’ve been up to while we’ve been apart. 
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Special Offering – Pentecost
The Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wise effort to support young people and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world. A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young people within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. We will be collecting donations for the Pentecost offering now until May 31st. 
 
Highlights of the April 6, 2020 Session Meeting Minutes

The stated Session meeting of the First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Michigan was held at 7 PM at the via Zoom due to the Crona-19 virus quarantine. All present.

Report of Treasurer – There was no report due to the absence of Fred Reeder.

Sailboat Church Discussion – discussed Chapter 3

Old Business

· Website and online giving – 7 people have signed up. Katelin gets reports

· Covid-19 response. – we are continuing to worship and meet electronically. 

New Business 

· We are applying for CARES loan/grant. 

· Need to open a checking account at Honor Credit Union to facilitate the grant 
· Gave Reeder Accounting a gift certificate for their extra work
Report of Clerk

· The Presbytery Office has information on dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Pastor’s Report

· There are lots of Facebook followers to her daily video chats. 

· She is working on how to sustain our Facebook presence after the crisis is over.

· Working on keeping our teens involved.

· Reaching out to those without internet – Deacons are calling, recording a DVD of the Easter Service to distribute

· She received several donations to help her with her down payment on a new car.

· Requested that her days off change from Friday/Saturday to Sunday/Monday 

· Daily videos will change to 3 times a week after Easter.

Board of Deacons 

· The Deacons are each making calls to all members making sure all are ok.
Endowment Committee

· Received $256.17 in earnings.

Stewardship, Audit, Personnel Committee 

· Today’s bank balance $26,871

Building and Grounds Committee

· A new organ repair service has been found in Grand Rapids. 

· Tuck pointing and gutter repair on the back of the church will begin Monday.

Memorial and Mission Committee 

· The donation drive for the homeless shelter was successful.

· The Crop Walk has been cancelled and not yet rescheduled.

Worship and Music Committee

· Pastor Katie’s trip in May cancelled, so Pastor McShane not needed now.

· Easter Service will be a more traditional service, videotaped in the sanctuary with Linda at the organ and Karen as liturgist and made into a DVD for those who don’t have internet so we can all worship together.

Christian Education and Youth Committee 

· The kids enjoy making the videos – we need to keep them involved.

· They are making sure that the refrigerator pantry is stocked.

· It was suggested that once the quarantine is over, the kids could collect all of our returnable cans and use the money for the refrigerator pantry.

The next Session Meeting May 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. Place to be determined.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Makay, Clerk of Session

