Good News Newsletter
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur

January/February 2020

Katie's Korner:

As we begin a new year, we kicked off this year with a new tradition. It’s something that I’ve done at other churches that I think can help us to focus our year. On Epiphany Sunday we celebrate the end of Christmas season and the magi following the star to find the newborn king, Jesus. We also passed out foil stars that will be our guide for the year, allowing the Spirit to lead us to discover new things. Each star has a word on it, that word is meant to help you focus for the year. You can use that word in your prayer life, look up where that word is used in Scripture, and ask God how that word may bring you closer to him. On the back of each star is a member or a friend of the church. This is like your Spiritual Secret Santa. Pray for this person or family throughout the year, you may send cards, or make them something, however God leads you. You may choose to identify yourself or you may not. Just as you will be praying for someone, someone will also have your name on their star and will be praying for you. Through our prayers for one another, we’ll grow closer as a community.


If you were not there on Sunday to receive a star, there will be a basket of stars available in the back of the sanctuary throughout January. Those of you who are unable to attend worship with us will find your star enclosed with this newsletter (if it’s mailed). If you would like a star and know that you cannot make it to worship please contact the office and we’ll send you one! May God’s light continue to shine brightly in us all in this new year. 
Yours in Christ, 

     Rev. Katie. 
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WEDNESDAY




 Because this is a slower time of the year we decided to combine the two months in this newsletter.  HAPPY NEW  YEAR EVERYONE. 

Sunday School meets every Sunday 9 a.m.

Coffee with Katie   9 a.m. 

Worship Service starting at 10 a.m.

Bible Study
- - Monday's at   2 p.m.

Session meets  January 6th  7:00 p.m.        February 3th  7:00 p.m.
FEBRUARY 26TH IS ASH WEDNESDAY
Presbyterian Women do not meet in January, February OR March.




January Birthdays and Anniversaries
3rd

Patsy Middaugh



11th

Brown Grosvenor
8th

Jim Hawks






Barb Kohl

9th

Joel Shroyer



13th

Rick Hockensmith



Tom Visuri



20th

Lori Jerue
February Birthdays and Anniversaries

2nd

Lorre Darnell



17th

Laurie Southworth
4th

Tom McIntyre



18th

Brian Southworth

10th

Carrilou Gale



20th

Don Reits

14th

Nancy Vliek



26th

Connie McIntyre

WORSHIP SCHEDULE January & February 2020

	January 5th, 2020
Greeters
Tom & Brenda Visuri, & Phyllis
Graham
Liturgist
Leonda Shroyer
Acolyte
Abby Baushke
Nursery
Roxanne Lovell


	January 12, 2020

Greeters
Brian, Missy & Family

Liturgist
Joel Shroyer

Acolyte
Jackson Sikkema

Nursery
Shannon Allen

	January 19, 2020

Greeters
Doug & Marcia Sikkema &

                   Shannon Allen

Liturgist
Karen Makay

Acolyte
Jesse Baushke

Nursery
Brenda Visuri


	January 26th, 2020

Greeters

Sunday School 

Nursery

Judy Kish

	February 2, 2002 (Communion Sunday)

Greeters
Chuck & Pat Cubbage & Connie
                   McIntyre

Liturgist
Liana Mancillas

Acolyte
*Communion 

Nursery
Lori Baushke


	February 9, 2020

Greeters
Karen & Katelyn Makay & Glen

                   Pollock

Liturgist
David Vliek

Acolyte
Stella Leighton

Nursery
Missy Klimczak




	February 16,  2020
Greeters
David & Nancy Vliek & Jan

                   Roeder

Liturgist
Shannon Allen

Acolyte
Ava Allen

Nursery
Lauren Leighton


	February 23, 2020

Greeters

Sunday School 

Nursery

Lisa Sikkema
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 Happy Valentine's Day [image: image5.png]
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Sunday School (Pre-K- 5th) class resumes January 12th.  The Youth Group (6-12th) class will not meet on the mornings of the 12th or 19th. They will resume Jan. 26th to plan for this year's SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY, scheduled for Feb. 2nd.
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Youth Group (6-12th) will be meeting at Rev. Katie’s house January 19 from 6-8pm for pizza, games and to talk about what we want to do together in 2020. All youth are invited to come and hangout! 
Souper Bowl Sunday, February 2nd
A popular fellowship is planned again for Super Bowl Sunday in February.  Session will be preparing the soups and side, while the children and youth raise money for Decatur Human Services. 
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        Dinner and Worship Wednesday, February 26

Join us as we share dinner together, a creative project and a worship service as we remember what God can create out of nothing. This is designed to include all of God’s children, ages 0-100. 
[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]
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     EVERY MONDAY   2 P.M.  ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
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(Please Note:  There is no designated chairperson for your month to serve.  Please contact each other on the list to discuss a light lunch to be served after worship.  If you are unable to serve please find a replacement or switch with someone on a different month in the schedule.)

JANUARY:  Since we will have Souperbowl Sunday on February 2nd, it was decided that we would not have a January Fellowship hour.  For Souperbowl Sunday the Session members provide crockpots of soup and the Deacon members provide the desserts.
FEBRUARY 23rd:  Connie Johnson, Roxanne Lovell, Karen Makay, Katelyn Makay and Pat Cubbage.

MARCH 29th:  Amy Druskovich, Gloria Houtman, Judy Kish, Gloria Vliek and Nancy Vliek.

APRIL 26th:      Donuts – Jan Roeder and Session Women

MAY 31st:   5th Sunday of Praise hosted by our church in the early evening and serving our famous “Potato Bar”.  Joel Shroyer, Marcia Sikkema, David & Nancy Vliek and ?? 

JUNE 28th:   Shannon Allen, Linda Newell, Lisa Sikkema, Marcia Sikkema and Karolyn Drenth.

JULY 26th:  Joan Grosvenor, Laurie Southworth, Lauren Leighton, Ashley Leighton and Leonda Shroyer.

AUGUST 30th:  Lori Jerue, Elaine Hovenkamp, Barb Kohl, Mary Fosdick and Brenda Visuri. 

SEPTEMBER 27th:  Lori Baushke, Missy Klimczak, Amy Rose, Sandy Rose and Bobbie Rex.

OCTOBER 25th:  Carrilou Gale, Connie McIntyre, Ruth McLeese, Eleanor Smith and Janet Abshagen.

NOVEMBER 29th:   
Donuts – Jan Roeder and Session Women

DECEMBER 20th:  Cookies after the Sunday School Christmas Program during worship. Cookies to be provided by the great baking chefs of our congregation.

(Questions or Problems contact Jan Roeder 423-9222  or Nancy Vliek 423-8439)
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From Linda 
Pop-up Choir will meet Sunday (12th) at 9:30 and will be singing at the service.  Please come and join us.  Also, a note of thanks for kind words and gifts during the Christmas season.
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Per Capita

PER CAPITA is “the tie that binds” — annual support that unites the entire church in the ongoing and essential work that guides the Office of the General Assembly, the life of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and benefits every congregation and every mid council ministry
Our amount per member this year is $35.20.  Please when you are making your donation make it separate from your pledged amount, all monies counted after our weekly collection has a special category that it goes into, and it makes it much easier if it is separate when counted. 
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th Sunday of Praise & Welcome 2020
 5th Sunday was in December this year and because of the holiday time the Ministerial Association decided to hold it with the Annual Holiday Dinner.  The dinner was postponed until January 12th because of the ongoing repairs at the VFW after the electrical fire.  The program starts at 4 so please plan on attending.  Sherry DeLoach has kindly taken over the job of overseeing the dinner because Lori Jerue is in Florida.  
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December Tid-bits
As always, December is a special month for us at First Presbyterian.  On the 15th the Carolers visited seven residences, and sent out cards to other people.  They had a wonderful meal on their return, compliments of Chef Shroyer.  (At Mrs. Hellenga's funeral her daughter remarked how special it was that they visited them.)  On the 22nd our Sunday school and Youth Group presented a play written by Rev. Katie titled "What Can't Wait".   I felt very proud of the youth of our church as to how they took part in the play, and helped the younger children.  December 17th was Mr. Frank Popp's funeral.  I was sad that I couldn't be in town for this.  Mr. & Mrs. Popp were our class sponsors for the graduating class of '56.  Thanks to my sister Judy for taking over the planning of the luncheon, and thanks to all who helped her.   Jmr
Presbyterian Women
We had our last meeting of the year in December and will not have another until April.  We had a wonderful potluck, Christmas stories, and a gift exchange.  All women of the congregation are members and we encourage you to join us in the second Tuesday in April for our first program for 2020.

​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR VILLAGE MARKET RECEIPTS AND PUT THEM IN THE BOX AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH.  THANK YOU!!!

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
Community Events

Soup Supper Fridays.....  Serving 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. for $5 ....Children 10 and under FREE

January 24th  
Modern Woodman & Reeder Memorial

February 7th
   
Positively Dance

February 21st
Decatur Bible Church


                            
____________________________________________________________________________


Highlights of December 2019Session Minutes
Report of Treasurer

Total Monthly Revenue:

$30,029.13

Total Monthly Expenditures:

$10,107.15

Monthly Gain/Loss


$19,921.98
Pastor’s Report –Reverend Katie Hartwell, Moderator

· All Saint’s Day participation.

· December 29th, Sunday of vacation; Vacation: Christmas Day – January 4th (out of office).

· January 2020: Study Leave including one Sunday.

· May 2020: Two Sundays of vacation.

· A motion was moved to officially set the Christmas Eve Service time to 8:00 P.M. The motion was seconded and approved.

· Reverend Hartwell will send Christmas letters to members who have not currently attended services.

· First Presbyterian Church of Holt, Michigan distributed letters to the Sessions of Presbytery expressing concerns regarding the rising cost of per capita, financial transparency and the salaries of administrators. These concerns, and conditions with which to resolve them, will be presented and voted on at the December 3rd Presbytery meeting.

· David Vliek and Reverend Hartwell will vote on these issues.

· Elders serving communion will also serve those who are home bound.
Stewardship, Audit, Personnel Committee

· The church checking balance is $37,402.70; $10,000 of the balance is composed of the James Hirst estate balance.

· This balance is $2,300 greater than the October tally.

· David Vliek presented the job description for the Church Custodian position. The Secretary Job description was revised to include privacy requirements. A motion was moved to adopt the Custodial job description. The motion was seconded and approved.
· The church checking balance is $37,402.70; $10,000 of the balance is composed of the James Hirst estate balance.

· This balance is $2,300 greater than the October tally.

· David Vliek presented the job description for the Church Custodian position. The Secretary Job description was revised to include privacy requirements. A motion was moved to adopt the Custodial job description. The motion was seconded and approved.
Board of Deacons 

· The Deacons are attending this meeting; therefore, fulfilling their obligation to attend one Session meeting per year.

· A Session liaison will be assigned to work with the Deacons when organizing fellowship functions so as to reduce workloads for various volunteers.

· A written document outlining Deacon Responsibilities was presented. The Deacons’ primary responsibility is to provide and maintain faith in order to spiritually uplift the congregation and community. This also applies to active elders serving on the Session.

· A Deacons meeting will be held on December 8th, following the worship service.
New Business 
· Installation of the Deacon and Elder Classes of 2022 will be held on January 12, 2020.

· A motion was moved to elect Karen Makay, Clerk of Session, for the year 2020.

· A motion was moved to elect Missy Klimczak, Treasurer, for the year 2020.

· The Annual Reports are due by January 15, 2020.

· A motion was moved to approve employee bonuses of $100.00 to Joe Hill, Patsy Middaugh, and Linda Triemstra. The motion was seconded and approved.
The next Session Meeting will occur at the church at January 6, 7:00 P.M.  A motion was moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was supported and approved. The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:50 P.M.
Respectively Submitted,

Mark Johnson

Clerk of Session
